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Dear Secretary Dortch; 

I am writing to -ourage the Fed& Comuuicatioas Commission to support Qwest 
Communications' application to provide long-distance swice  to Oregonians. I believe that 
Qwest has fulfilled all obligations and successMy opened Oregon's market to competition. 

w e s t  has been a leader in bringing better sorvice and betta technology to both rural and 
urban areas of Oregon. Since 1999, Qwest has spent $50 million iu Oregon to wira schools and 
connect all Oregon high schools with two-way interactive video, and spent $70 million to bring 
the latest technology advauces and benefits to mal Oregon. 

Specifically, Qwesf is in the process of buildmg fibq rings that will be able to 
instantaneously reroute v&ce and datr, trafac to individual communities on the self-healing fiber 
rings if there i s  an int-on in service. Qwcst's investment is a critical component of theee 
smaller communities' ability to attract new businesses to less populated mas of ow state, 

The technology u p k s  and mute divmity Qwcst i s  helping to provide will give my 
state enormous new potdntial for economic growth and provide Oregonians with some ofthe 
most advanecd technology available. Howevcr, increased competition is as important to 
Oregon's economy as are the techr~ologioal advances mest i s  delivering to tbe state. Companies 
contemplating OUT area always inquire about long distanoe sewice. At this time, there are limited 
choices and not all of than an appealing. Allowing west to enter the long distance market in 
Oregon would result in mora choices, better service and ultimately a much-needed boost to our 
local economies. 

Qwcst has invested heavily in its own network in order to open the local mark& resulting 
in improved savice and increased local competition. In Oregon, competitors have easy access to 
OVR 88 percent of Qwwt's customers through cqqiprncnt they have collocated in Qwest 
facilities. Numamus other telecommunications pmvidcrs now serve businesses and new choices 
for rosidmtial customers continue to grow. 
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The key to enco Ula. grng loIig-distance companies to stari providing local service in 
Oregon will be Qwest's Te-enQ' into the long-distance business. Once @vest receives approval 
to re-enter the long-dista$ce market in Oregon, even more compctitors vi11 make the decision to 
provide service to residential customers, and more Qrcgonians will see lower prices, more 
choices and better s d c e .  

I 
Betta service, far-roaching daploymcnt ofthe newest technology and incroased 

competition show that o y  lergcst telecornm~cations provider haa and will continue to serve my 
state very well - as both a local service and long distance provider 

I urge you to give states We Oregon the tools we need to continue to grow our economies 
and to sustain both our rural and urban quality of life. To achieve that, I urge you to support 
Qwest's application to provide long distance s d c e  to all Orcgoniaaa srho want it. 

Sincerely, 
I 

Gordon H. Smith 
United States Senator 


